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CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 
My research interests focus on decision-making and institutional design concerning developing country 
environmental and natural resource issues and rural development. Using economic field experiments, 
I have been studying local resource sharing and collective action dilemmas of rural villagers in 
Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, and Honduras. I am studying the effect of payment of environmental services 
on conservation outcomes; the impacts of collective property-rights regimes on institutional changes, 
landscape, and welfare of Afro-Colombian communities on the Pacific Coast; strategies for gold mining 
formalization, and the expansion of illicit economies in protected areas and collective territories. 
Recently, I have focused on the effects of illicit economies and their policies on natural resources, 
security problems in rural areas and the role of community organizations and leaders in drug and 
security policy. 
 

• Behavioral and Experimental Economics 

• Resource and Environmental Economics 

• Rural and Sustainable Development  

• Drug Policy  
 
Education 
 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA  
PhD Resource Economics, May 2006. 
Area of Specialization: Natural Resource and Environmental Economics 
Dissertation: Three Essays on the Determinants of Behavior in the Commons: Experimental Evidence 
from Fishing Communities in Colombia.  
 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA  
Master of Science Degree in Resource Economics 
Finished all requirements by September 2004. Received Diploma by February 2005. 
 
Los Andes University, Bogotá, Colombia. 
BA Economics, September 1999. 
Thesis: An economic analysis of Colombian guerrillas’ (FARC and ELN) evolution and patterns of 
territorial expansion. 
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Academic Experience 
 
Director, Center for the study of Drugs and Security (CESED), School of Economics, 
Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019 
 
 Professor, School of Economics, Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019 
 
Scientific and Research Coordinator- Center for Sustainable Development Goals for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CODS), Universidad de los Andes 
July 2018-July 2019  
 
Associate Professor, School of Management, Universidad de los Andes 
October 2008- July 2019 
 
Duke Center for Latin American & Caribbean Studies- Duke University, Durham, NC 
Mellon Visiting Professor, August – December 2013.  
 
Center for Research on Environmental Decision – Columbia University, New York City 
Postdoctoral Research Scientist, September 2006- August 2008. 
Research on decision making under uncertainty, with a focus on water management and climate 
variability in Ceara, Brazil. 
 
Research Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
June 2002-2005 Professors John Stranlund and Jim Murphy, Department of Resource Economics. 
Project: Design and conduct laboratory experiments to test compliance behavior and enforcement 

strategies for environmental policies.  
 
Teaching Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
January 2002 - June 2002, Introductory Statistics for Social Sciences, Department of Resource     

Economics. 
September 2001 - December 2001, Environmental Policy and Natural Resource Economics, 

Department of Resource Economics. 
 
Lecturer, Los Andes University, Bogotá, Colombia 
September 1999 - December 1999. Introductory Economics, Economics Department  
 
Teaching Assistant at Los Andes University, Bogotá, Colombia 
1997- 1996 Introductory Economics and Economic Indicators, Economics Department. 

 
Professional Experience 
 
Institute Alexander Von Humboldt - Colombia 
Researcher Biotrade Program, January 2000 - August 2001. 
Advised traditional communities and small companies on the sustainable trade of biodiversity 
products. 
 
National Federation of Coffee Growers of Colombia  
Economic Analyst and Advisor, July 1999 - December 1999.  
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Conducted a survey and produced a report regarding the production and trade of organic coffee in 
Colombia. 
 
 
Publications 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Blanco, E., Moros, L., Pfaff, A., Steimanis, I., Velez, M.A., Vollan, Björn. (2023), No crowding out 

among those terminated from an ongoing PES program in Colombia, Journal of Environmental 
Economics and Management, doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2023.102826. 

 
Moros, L., Vélez, MA., Pfaff, A., Quintero, D., Tobbin, D. (2023). Temporary PES do not crowd-out 

and may crowd-in lab-in-the-field forest conservation in Colombia.  Ecological Economics, 
February, 204, Part A, 107652. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2022.107652.  

 
Lobo, I; Vélez, MA (2022). From strong leadership to active community engagement: Effective 

resistance to illegal coca crops in Afro-Colombian collective territories. International Journal of 
Drug Policy, April, 102, 103579. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2022.103579.  

 
Leibbrandt, A.; Puerto, S; Vélez, MA. (2021). Regrouping to Reduce Overfishing: Evidence from a 

Series of Lab-in-the-Field Experiments in Mexico. Marine Resource Economics, volume 36, 
number 4, October 2021. https://doi.org/10.1086/715442 

 

Brombacher, D, Garzón, JC, Velez MA. (2021). Introduction Special Issue: Environmental  Impacts 
of Illicit Economies. Journal of Illicit Economies and Development, 3(1), pp. 1–9. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.31389/jied.107JIED 

 

Rodriguez L, Velez MA, Pfaff A. (2021) Leaders’ distributional & efficiency effects in collective 
responses to policy: Lab-in-field experiments with small-scale gold miners in Colombia. World 
Development (ISSN 0305-750X) 147 (N/A), pp. 1-15. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2021.105648.  

 
Velez MA, Moros L. (2021) Have behavioral sciences delivered on their promise to influence 

environmental policy and conservation practice?. Current Opinion in Behavioral Sciences (ISSN 
2352-1546) 42 (N/A), pp. 132-138. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2021.06.008 

 
 López-Feldman A, Chávez C, Vélez MA, Bejarano H, Chimeli AB, FéresJ, Robalino J,  Salcedo R,  

Viteri C (2020). COVID-19: impactos en el medio ambiente y en el cumplimiento de los ODS en 
América Latina. Desarrollo y Sociedad 
https://revistas.uniandes.edu.co/doi/abs/10.13043/DYS.86.4  

 
Lobo, I. D., Vélez, MA., & Arroyo, A. (2020). Origen de la resistencia comunitaria a los cultivos de 

uso ilícito: evidencia de un consejo comunitario de comunidades negras al sur de 
Buenaventura. Estudios Socio-jurídicos, 22(2), 319-359. 
https://doi.org/10.12804/revistas.urosario.edu.co/sociojuridicos/a.9148 

 
López-Feldman A, Chávez C, Vélez MA, Bejarano H, Chimeli AB, FéresJ, Robalino J,  Salcedo R,  

Viteri C (2020). Environmental impacts and policy responses to Covid-19: A view from Latin 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2022.107652
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2022.103579
https://doi.org/10.1086/715442
https://doi.org/10.31389/jied.107JIED
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2021.105648
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2021.06.008
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2021.06.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2021.06.008
https://revistas.uniandes.edu.co/doi/abs/10.13043/DYS.86.4
https://doi.org/10.12804/revistas.urosario.edu.co/sociojuridicos/a.9148
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America. Environmental and Resource Economics, 1-6. 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-020-00493-2#Sec15 

 
Vélez MA, Robalino J, Cardenas JC, Paz A, Pacay E, (2020). “Is collective titling enough to protect 

forests? Evidence from Afro-descendant communities in the Colombian Pacific region”, World 
Development, 128. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104837. 

 
Moros, L.; Corbera. E. Velez MA; & Flechas. D.  (2019) “Pragmatic conservation: Discourses of 
payments for ecosystem services in Colombia.” Geoforum in press, ISSN: 0016-7185. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2019.09.004 
 
 
Rodríguez, LA; Pfaff, A. & Velez MA.  (2019). “Graduated stringency within collective incentives for 

group environmental compliance: Building coordination in field-lab experiments with artisanal 
gold miners in Colombia”. Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, ISSN: 0095-
0696, Vol: 98, Page: 102276. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2019.102276.  

 
Rueda, X., Vélez, MA., Moros, L., & Rodríguez, L.A. (2019). Beyond proximate and distal causes of 

land-use change: Linking Individual motivations to deforestation in rural contexts. Ecology and 
Society, 24 (1):4. doi:10.5751/es-10617-240104 

 
Vélez, MA., & Lobo, I. (2019). Challenges of Organised Community Resistance in the Context of 

Illicit Economies and Drug War Policies: Insights from Colombia. Journal of Illicit Economies and 
Development, 1(1), 72–79. http://doi.org/10.31389/jied.15 

 
Moros, L., Vélez, MA., & Corbera, E. (2019). Payments for ecosystem services and motivational 

crowding in Colombia’s Amazon Piedmont. Ecological Economics, 156, 468-488. 
doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2017.11.032. 

 
Pfaff, A., Vélez, MA., Broad, K., Hamoudi, A., & Taddei, R. (2017). Contracts versus trust for 

transfers of ecosystem services: Equity and efficiency in resource allocation and environmental 
provision. Water Resources and Economics. doi:10.1016/j.wre.2018.04.001. 

 
Peña, X., Vélez, MA., Cárdenas, J.C., Perdomo, N., & Matajira, C. (2017). Collective Property Leads 

to Household Investments: Lessons From Land Titling in Afro-Colombian Communities. World 
Development, 97, 27-48. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.03.025 

 
Lobo, I.D., Vélez, MA., & Puerto, S. (2016). Leadership, entrepreneurship and collective action: A 

case study from the Colombian Pacific Region. International Journal of the Commons, 10(2). 
doi:10.18352/ijc.640 

 
Vélez, MA., Trujillo, C.A., Moros, L., & Forero, C. (2016). Prosocial Behavior and Subjective 

Insecurity in Violent Contexts: Field Experiments. PLOS One, 11(7): e0158878. 
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0158878 

 
Pfaff, A., Vélez, MA., Ramos, P.A., & Molina, A. (2015). Framed field experiment on resource 

scarcity & extraction: Path-dependent generosity within sequential water appropriation. 
Ecological Economics, 120, 416–429. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2015.06.002   

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-020-00493-2#Sec15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104837
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2019.09.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2019.102276
http://doi.org/10.31389/jied.15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.03.025
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Vélez, MA., & López, M.C. (2013). Rules compliance and age: experimental evidence with fishers 
from the Amazon river. Ecology and Society, 18(3):10. doi:10.5751/ES-05721-180310 

 
Pfaff, A., Vélez, MA., Broad, K., & Taddei, R. (2013). Unequal Information, Unequal Allocation: 

Bargaining field experiments in NE Brazil. Environmental Science and Policy, 26, 90-101. 
doi:10.1016/j.envsci.2012.07.002 

 
Vélez, MA., Stranlund, J.K., & Murphy, J.J. (2012). Preferences for Government Enforcement of a 

Common Pool Harvest Quota: Theory and Experimental Evidence from Fishing Communities in 
Colombia. Ecological Economics, 77, 185-192. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2012.02.030 

 
Pfaff, A., & Vélez, MA. (2012). Efficiency and Equity in Negotiated Resource Transfers: Contributions 

and Limitations of Trust with Limited Contracts. Ecological Economics. 74, 55-63. 
doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2011.10.009 

 
Vélez, MA., Ramos, P., & Alayón, L. (2011). Instituciones Anidadas para prevenir y resolver conflictos 

socio-ambientales: manejo y distribución del agua en Campo Alegre (Huila, Colombia). 
Cuadernos de Desarrollo Rural, 8(67), 71-90. Recovered from 
http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/cudr/v8n67/v8n67a04.pdf 

 
Vélez, MA. (2011). Collective Titling and the Process of Institution Building: The New Common 

Property Regime in the Colombian Pacific. Human Ecology. 39(2), 117-129. 
doi:10.1007/s10745-011-9375-1 

 
Peterson, N., Broad, K., Orlove, B., Roncoli, C., Taddei, R., & Vélez, MA. (2010). Participatory 

processes and climate forecast use: Socio-cultural context, discussion, and consensus. Climate 
and Development, 2(1), 14-29. doi:10.3763/cdev.2010.0033 

 
Vélez, MA., Murphy, J.J., & Stranlund, J.K. (2010). Centralized and Decentralized Management of 

Local Common Pool Resources in the Developing World: Experimental Evidence from Fishing 
Communities in Colombia. Economic Inquiry. 48(2), 254–265. doi:10.2139/ssrn.928968 

 
Patt, A., Peterson, N., Carter, M., Vélez, MA., Hess, U., & Suarez, P. (2009) Making index insurance 

attractive to farmers. Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global, 14, 737–753. 
doi:10.1007/s11027-009-9196-3 

 
Vélez, MA. (2009). Sistemas complejos de gobierno local. Reflexiones sobre la titulación colectiva 

en el Pacífico vallecaucano. Revista de Estudios Sociales, (32), 74-85. 
doi:10.7440/res32.2009.05 

 
Vélez, MA., Stranlund, J.K., & Murphy, J.J. (2009). What Motivates Common Pool Resource Users? 

Experimental Evidence from the Field. Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 70(3), 
485-497. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jebo.2008.02.008 

 
Vélez, MA. (2007). Dissertation Abstract: Three Essays on the Determinants of Behavior in the 

Commons: Experimental Evidence from Fishing Communities in Colombia. Experimental 
Economics, 10(2), 183-184. doi:10.1007/s10683-006-9142-0 

 

http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/cudr/v8n67/v8n67a04.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jebo.2008.02.008
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Vélez, M.A. (2001). FARC-ELN: Evolución y Expansión Territorial. Revista Desarrollo y Sociedad. 
47, 151-225. doi:10.13043/dys.47.4 

 
Book Chapters 
 
Vélez, M.A. (2024). Are Coca Crops Causing Deforestation in Colombia? Would a Future Regulated 
Market Impact the Environment? . In Towards Drug Policy Justice: Harm Reduction, Human Rights 
and Changing Drug Policy Contexts. Edited by Damon Barrett, Rick Lines. Routledge and CRC 
Press. 
 
Marín, L., Velazquez, M., & Vélez, M.A. (2023). Restituir la tierra para construir la paz: impacto de la 
política de restitución en la violencia. En Después del Acuerdo ¿Como va la paz en Colombia?.  Vol. 
II Editores Angelika Rettberg, Laura Betancur. Ediciones Uniandes.  
 
Rodríguez Becerra, M. & Vélez, MA. (Eds.) (2018). Gobernanza y gerencia del desarrollo sostenible. 

Bogotá: Universidad de los Andes, Facultad de Administración, Ediciones Uniandes.  
 
Rueda, X., Vélez, MA., & Puerto, S. (2018). El rol del Estado en la gobernanza social y ambiental 

empresarial. In Rodríguez Becerra, M. & Vélez, M.A. (Eds.), Gobernanza y gerencia del 
desarrollo sostenible. Bogotá: Universidad de los Andes, Facultad de Administración, Ediciones 
Uniandes. 

 
Vélez, MA. (2014). Entre el Estado y la Sociedad Civil: El rol de los consejos en la gestión de lo 

público. In Forero, C., & Díaz, L. (Eds.), Dilemas de lo Público. Facultad de Administración. 
Ediciones Uniandes. 

 
Moeltner, K., Murphy J.J., Stranlund, J.K., & Vélez, MA. (2013). Institutional Heterogeneity in Social 

Dilemma Games: A Bayesian Examination. In Elgar, E. (Eds.) Handbook On Experimental 
Economics and the Environment. (pp. 67-88). United States.  

 
Vélez, MA., Moros, L., & Bermúdez, J.F. (2013). Experimentos económicos: herramienta pedagógica 

para el salón de clases. (pp. 81-122). In Ciencias Sociales: Usos Métodos y Aplicaciones. 
Colombia: Pontificia Universidad Javeriana. 

 
Montenegro, S., & Vélez, MA. (2006). La economía política del café y el petróleo hasta los años 

noventa. (pp. 243-277). In Sociedad Abierta, Geografía y Desarrollo. Colombia: Norma. 
 
Vélez, MA. (2001). Facilitación del Comercio de Bienes y Servicios amigables con el medio 

ambiente. (pp. 151-173) In Cinco Estudios Sudamericanos Sobre Comercio Y Ambiente. 
Ecuador: Grupo Zapallar, Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano. 

 
Teaching Cases 
 

Lobo, I., Moros, L., & Vélez, MA. (2013). Post-conflict in the classroom: pedagogical challenges for a 
divided society. In Serie Casos de Enseñanza. CP- 05-01. Centro de Aprendizaje Centrado en 
el Participante, Facultad de Administración, Universidad de los Andes. 
https://hbsp.harvard.edu/product/AN0011-PDF-ENG 

 
 
 

https://hbsp.harvard.edu/product/AN0011-PDF-ENG
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Other 
 
Lobo, I and Velez, MA. (2020). From strong leadership to active community engagement: effective 
resistance to illicit economies in Afro Colombian collective territories | 27 de febrero de 2020 
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/dcede2020-03.pdf 
 
Vélez, MA., Robalino, J., Cárdenas, J.C., Paz, A., & Pacay, E. (2019).  Is Collective Titling Enough to 
Protect Forests?  Evidence from Afro-descendant Communities in the Colombian Pacific Region. 
Documento Cede No.3. ISSN 1657-7191 Edición electrónica. 
 
Vélez, MA., Rueda, X., Moros, L., Guerrero, A. & Link, A. (2017). Recomendaciones para el diseño e 
implementación de incentivos para la conservación en paisajes agrícolas. Documento de Política 
Pública Nº48. Foro Nacional Ambiental. Recovered from  
http://www.foronacionalambiental.org.co/publicaciones/detalle/documento-de-politica-publica-no48-
recomendaciones-para-el-diseno-e-implementacion-de-incentivos-para-la-conservacion-en-paisajes-
agricolas/ 
 
Peña, X., Vélez, MA., Cárdenas, J.C., Perdomo, N., & Matajira, C. (2016). Collective Property Leads 
to Household Investments: Lessons From Land Titling in Afro-Colombian Communities, Documento 
Cede No. 13. ISSN 1657-7191 Edición electrónica. 
 
Peña, X., Vélez, MA., Cárdenas, J.C., Perdomo, N., & Matajira, C. (2016). La Propiedad Colectiva 
Mejora las Inversiones de los Hogares: Lecciones de la Titulación de Tierras a las Comunidades 
Afrocolombianas. Documento Cede No. 26. ISSN 1657-7191 Edición electrónica. 
 
Peña, X., Vélez, MA., Cárdenas, J.C., Perdomo, N., & Matajira, C. (2016). Impacto de la titulación 
colectiva a las comunidades negras del pacífico. Principales resultados. Nota de Política. No. 26- 
ISSN 2027-7199. Octubre 2016. 
 
Vélez, MA., Rocha, J.C., & Ramos, P.A. (2009). Titulación colectiva en el Pacífico vallecaucano: 
manejo del territorio y los recursos naturales. Bogotá: Universidad de los Andes, Facultad de 
Administración, Ediciones Uniandes. 
 
López, M., Maya, D., Mosquera, L., & Vélez, MA. (2006).  Normas y Reglas para la Regulación del 
Recurso Pesquero. Memorias de Juegos Económicos y Taller en la Ensenada de Tumaco. 
Universidad Javeriana, WWF- Colombia, Universidad de Massachusetts, Amherst. 
 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME IN THE FUTURE? Working papers  
 
Rubiano, J. and Vélez, M.A. Gender and cooperation in the sustainable management of natural 
resources. Experimental evidence in the Pacific Region. Working paper.   
 
Marín Llanes, L, Velásquez, M y Vélez, M.A. Land restitution and selective violence: Evidence from 
Colombia. Working paper.   
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Vélez, M.A, Rueda, X., Henao, J.P, Monroy, D., Tobbin, D. Maldonado, J. and Pfaff, A. Small-Scale 
Gold Miners’ preferences about formalization, a first step to Sustainable Supply Chains. Working 
paper. 
 
Lobo, I. and Vélez, M.A. Practicing the Commons: From Common Property Regimes to Community 
Enterprises. Working paper.   
 
Marin, L., Fernandez, M., Vélez, M.A, Martinez, E. Incomplete Peace and Cocaine Dutch Disease. 
Working paper.   
 

 

Policy Papers -CESED 

Marín, L; Vélez, M.A; Pinzón, C; Zuleta, P. (2023) Comentario de política “Sembrando Vida, 

Desterramos el Narcotráfico – Política Nacional de Drogas (2023-2033)” Vol. 16. 

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-

content/uploads/2023/10/comentario.pol_.drogas_diagramado_final.pdf  

Marín, L; Ramos, B.I; Vélez, M.A; Zuleta, P; Restrepo, D. (2023) Regulación del cannabis de uso 
adulto en Colombia: recomendaciones de política. Comentario de Política. Vol. --------
12. https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Regulacio%CC%81n-cannabis-uso-
adulto-final.pdf 
 
Ramos, B.I; Vélez, M.A, Benavides, J.P; Jauregui, G; Restrepo, D. (2023) Control social de la 
producción de coca: lecciones del Trópico de Cochabamba (Bolivia) para Colombia. Vol. 
34. https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/control-social-produccion-coca-tropico-cochabamba-bolivia/ 

Marín, L; Velásquez, M; Vélez, M.A (2022) Land restitution and selective violence: Evidence from 

Colombia. Documento CEDE-CESED. #16 https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/handle/1992/57544 

Rubiano-Lizarazo, MJ; Vélez, M.A; y Trujillo, D. (2022) Investigación Convencional, Colaborativa y 

Participativa: Propuesta para el desarrollo de investigaciones con comunidades. Documento 

Temático. Vol. 32. https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/investigacion-convencional-participativa/ 

Vélez, M.A; Marín, L; Ramírez, Y; Álvarez, C; Velásquez, M; & Barrera, O. (2022) Enfoque de 

seguridad para la política de sustitución de cultivos de uso ilícito. Comentario de Política CESED. 

Vol. 09. https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/enfoque-de-seguridad-para-la-politica-de-sustitucion-de-

cultivos-de-uso-ilicito/ 

Rubiano-Lizarazo, MJ; Marín, L; Dávalos, E; Hernández, E; & Vélez, M.A. (2022) Caracterización de 

los hogares vinculados al Programa Nacional Integral de Sustitución de Cultivos Ilícitos en Zonas de 

Manejo Especial. Documento Temático CESED. Vol. 30. 

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/caracterizacion-hogares-pnis-zme/ 

Gutierrez, MP; Mendoza, L; Vélez, M.A; Weintraub, M; & Norza, E (2022) Caracterizando el delito 

urbano en Tumaco. Documento Temático CESED. Vol. 28. 

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/caracterizando-el-delito-urbano-en-tumaco/ 

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/comentario.pol_.drogas_diagramado_final.pdf
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/comentario.pol_.drogas_diagramado_final.pdf
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Regulacio%CC%81n-cannabis-uso-adulto-final.pdf
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Regulacio%CC%81n-cannabis-uso-adulto-final.pdf
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/control-social-produccion-coca-tropico-cochabamba-bolivia/
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/handle/1992/57544
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/investigacion-convencional-participativa/
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/enfoque-de-seguridad-para-la-politica-de-sustitucion-de-cultivos-de-uso-ilicito/
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/enfoque-de-seguridad-para-la-politica-de-sustitucion-de-cultivos-de-uso-ilicito/
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/caracterizacion-hogares-pnis-zme/
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/caracterizando-el-delito-urbano-en-tumaco/
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Monroy, D; Vélez, M.A; & Rueda, X. (2022) Oro certificado para minería artesanal: Oportunidades y 

Barreras. Documento Temático CESED. Vol. 26. https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/oro-certificado-para-

mineria-artesanal-oportunidades-y-barreras/ 

Rubiano-Lizarazo, MJ; Vélez, M.A; y Arenas, PJ. (2022) ¿Cómo va la implementación del PNIS en 

las Zonas de Manejo Especial? Un análisis desde las voces campesinas de los Departamentos de 

Guaviare y Putumayo. Comentario de Política CESED. Vol. 08. 

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/implementacion-pnis-zonas-manejo-especial/ 

Marín, L; Restrepo, D Vélez, M.A; y Zuleta, H. (2022) 10 puntos para una nueva política de drogas. 
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Teaching  

 

• Public Management – Undergraduate Level  
 

• Environmental and Resource Economics- Graduate and Undergraduate Level  
 

• Behavioral Economics and Development Applications- Graduate Level  
 

• Introduction to Behavioral Science-Graduate Level 
 

• Current Environmental and Natural Resources Issues in Latin America, Undergraduate 
Level, Duke University. 

 

• Introduction to Field Experiments: Cases in Latin America- Graduate Level, Duke University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awards 

 
2022 Best Article Award, Marine Resource Economics, Chicago University.  
 
2015 Society for Institutional and Organizational Economics (SIOE).  Best Poster Presentation 
Award: “Subjective Insecurity and Cooperation: Evidence from Field Experiments in Violence 
Contexts”, with Carlos Trujillo, Lina Moros y Clemente Forero 
 
Young Researcher Delegate to the 46th annual International Achievement Summit. Academy of 

Achievement, Washington DC, April 2007.   
 
Fellow Latin American and Caribbean Environmental Economics Program  (LACEEP), March, 2007. 

“Collective Titling and the Process of Institution Building: Common Property Regime in the 
Colombian Pacific”.   

 

https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/17587/paternalismo-verde
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/16334/los-dragones-del-rio-oro-en-choco
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/13057/los-verdes-son-de-verdad-verdes
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/6580/sin-titulo
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Center for Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies Travel Grant for Graduate Students 2005. 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

 
Member of University of Massachusetts Chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 2003. 
Graduate School Fellowship Award 2003 – 2004, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
 
Carolyn Harper Fellowship, Department of Resource Economics, University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst, 2002.  
 
Best Undergraduate Thesis Project in Social Sciences and Economics, Los Andes University, Bogotá 

1999. Thesis: FARC - ELN: Evolution and Territorial Expansion. 
 
 
 
Selected Presentations 
 

• Keynote speaker Annual Conference, Environment for Development (EfD) Initiative, Hannoi, 
November, 2018.  
 

• Keynote speaker at EDF's Science Day "Behavioral Economics and Science”, NYC, October 
2015.  

 

• Lecturer at Summer Course for Professors: “Experimental Economics as a Pedagogical 
Tool”  - Summer School, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Campus Estado de México-  July 2014  

 
 
Editorial Boards 
 
Associate Editor (2019-2022), Journal of Environment and Development Economics 
 
Member Editorial Board (Since 2019), Journal of Illicit Economies and Development 
 
 
 
Reviewer 
 

Ecological Economics, PlosOne, International Journal of the Commons, Conservation Letters, Journal 
of Environmental Economics and Management, Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics, 
Journal of Public Economics, Conservation and Society, Cuadernos de Desarrollo Rural, World 
Development, Desarrollo y Sociedad, European Review Agricultural Economics, Latin American 
Research Review; Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Economics and Finance; Global Environmental 
Change. 
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Grants 
- 
Research Partner. “Understanding and Improving Environmental Decisions”. Funded by Duke 
University.  (USD- 90.000) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Comportamientos pro-sociales y asociatividad en un contexto de violencia”. 
Funded by Federación Nacional de Cafeteros. (USD-10.398) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Diseño e implementación de experimentos para reducir pesca ilegal en Baja 
California”. Funded by Environmental Defense Fund: 2016 (USD-27.000) 
 
Principal Investigator “Diseño de un sistema de incentivos para la conservación de la 
biodiversidad.” Funded by Patrimonio Natural-Programa Conservación y Gobernanza: 2016-2017 
(USD-132.000) 
 
Principal Investigator. “What happens when people no longer receive payments for ecosystem 
services? Effects on motivation and behavior due to the partial or total removal of PES”. Funded by 
EfD:2018. (USD-10.770) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Effect of exclusión and removal from payment for environmental services 
(PES) programs in Colombia”. Funded by Universitat Innsbruck:2018-2019. (USD-9.087) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Impacto de la titulación colectiva  en el pacifico Colombiano”. Funded by 
EFD:2016-2020. (USD-32.783) 
 
 
Principal Investigator. “What happens when people no longer receive payments for ecosystem 
services? Effects on motivation and behavior due to the partial or total removal of PES”. Funded by 
EfD: 2019-2021. (USD-46.603) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Preferences for gold-mining formalization”. Funded by EfD:2020-2022. 
(USD-54.591) 
 
 
Principal Investigator.  “The purpose of the grant is to support an organizational restructuring at the 
Grantee's center, El Centro de Estudios sobre Seguridad y Drogas (CESED), to enhance the 
production of reserch on drugs and security…”. Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2019-2021 
(USD-410.000) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Write the concept for a project to analyze security in Buenaventura, Quibdó 
and Tumaco and their relation with illicit economies”. Funded by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung in Colombia 
(FESCOL): 2021 (USD-15.500) 
 
Principal Investigator.  “To provide support to the Grantee´s Center for the study of drugs and 
security (CESED) research work” Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2020-2021 (USD-89.873) 
 
 
Principal Investigator. “Institutional Grant for Center for the study of drugs and security (CESED)”. 
Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2021-2022 (USD- 380.094) 
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Principal Investigator. “Towards a green drug policy agenda in Colombia and Latin America: tools 
for enhancing environmental approaches on Alternative Development”. Funded by Deutsche 
Gesellschaft fur International Zusammenarbeit (GIZ): 2021-2022 (USD-72.366) 
 
Principal Investigator.  “Analysis of the socioeconomic characteristics of Coca farmers in special 
management zones”. Funded by EAFIT University: 2021-2022 (USD-20.000) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Caracterización economía cocalera”. Funded by PNUD: 2023 (USD 8.000) 
 
Principal Investigator. “Institutional Grant for Center for the study of drugs and security (CESED)”. 
Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2024-2025 (USD- 400.000) 
 
 
 
 

Professional Associations 
 
AERE, EARE, IASC, EfD Initiative  
 
Languages 
 
English and Spanish  


