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CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

My research interests focus on decision-making and institutional design concerning developing country
environmental and natural resource issues and rural development. Using economic field experiments,
| have been studying local resource sharing and collective action dilemmas of rural villagers in
Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, and Honduras. | am studying the effect of payment of environmental services
on conservation outcomes; the impacts of collective property-rights regimes on institutional changes,
landscape, and welfare of Afro-Colombian communities on the Pacific Coast; strategies for gold mining
formalization, and the expansion of illicit economies in protected areas and collective territories.
Recently, | have focused on the effects of illicit economies and their policies on natural resources,
security problems in rural areas and the role of community organizations and leaders in drug and
security policy.

e Behavioral and Experimental Economics
e Resource and Environmental Economics
e Rural and Sustainable Development
e Drug Policy

Education

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA

PhD Resource Economics, May 2006.

Area of Specialization: Natural Resource and Environmental Economics

Dissertation: Three Essays on the Determinants of Behavior in the Commons: Experimental Evidence
from Fishing Communities in Colombia.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA
Master of Science Degree in Resource Economics
Finished all requirements by September 2004. Received Diploma by February 2005.

Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia.

BA Economics, September 1999.

Thesis: An economic analysis of Colombian guerrillas’ (FARC and ELN) evolution and patterns of
territorial expansion.
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Academic Experience

Director, Center for the study of Drugs and Security (CESED), School of Economics,
Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019

Professor, School of Economics, Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019

Scientific and Research Coordinator- Center for Sustainable Development Goals for Latin
America and the Caribbean (CODS), Universidad de los Andes
July 2018-July 2019

Associate Professor, School of Management, Universidad de los Andes
October 2008- July 2019

Duke Center for Latin American & Caribbean Studies- Duke University, Durham, NC
Mellon Visiting Professor, August — December 2013.

Center for Research on Environmental Decision — Columbia University, New York City
Postdoctoral Research Scientist, September 2006- August 2008.

Research on decision making under uncertainty, with a focus on water management and climate
variability in Ceara, Brazil.

Research Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst

June 2002-2005 Professors John Stranlund and Jim Murphy, Department of Resource Economics.

Project: Design and conduct laboratory experiments to test compliance behavior and enforcement
strategies for environmental policies.

Teaching Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst

January 2002 - June 2002, Introductory Statistics for Social Sciences, Department of Resource
Economics.

September 2001 - December 2001, Environmental Policy and Natural Resource Economics,
Department of Resource Economics.

Lecturer, Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia
September 1999 - December 1999. Introductory Economics, Economics Department

Teaching Assistant at Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia
1997- 1996 Introductory Economics and Economic Indicators, Economics Department.

Professional Experience

Institute Alexander Von Humboldt - Colombia

Researcher Biotrade Program, January 2000 - August 2001.

Advised traditional communities and small companies on the sustainable trade of biodiversity
products.

National Federation of Coffee Growers of Colombia
Economic Analyst and Advisor, July 1999 - December 1999.



Conducted a survey and produced a report regarding the production and trade of organic coffee in
Colombia.
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case study from the Colombian Pacific Region. International Journal of the Commons, 10(2).
doi:10.18352/ijc.640

Vélez, MA., Trujillo, C.A., Moros, L., & Forero, C. (2016). Prosocial Behavior and Subjective
Insecurity in Violent Contexts: Field Experiments. PLOS One, 11(7): e0158878.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0158878

Pfaff, A., Vélez, MA., Ramos, P.A., & Molina, A. (2015). Framed field experiment on resource
scarcity & extraction: Path-dependent generosity within sequential water appropriation.
Ecological Economics, 120, 416-429. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2015.06.002



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-020-00493-2#Sec15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104837
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2019.09.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2019.102276
http://doi.org/10.31389/jied.15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.03.025

Vélez, MA., & Lopez, M.C. (2013). Rules compliance and age: experimental evidence with fishers
from the Amazon river. Ecology and Society, 18(3):10. doi:10.5751/ES-05721-180310
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https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/17587/paternalismo-verde

Vélez, M.A. (28 de junio de 2010). Los Dragones del Rio: Oro en Choco. La Silla Vacia.
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/16334/los-dragones-del-rio-oro-en-choco

Vélez, M.A. (17 de mayo de 2010). ¢ Los verdes son de verdad verdes? La Silla Vacia.
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/13057/los-verdes-son-de-verdad-verdes

Vélez, M.A. (7 de febrero de 2010). Sin Titulo. La Silla Vacia.
https://lasillavacia.com/elblogueo/blogverde/6580/sin-titulo

Teaching

e Public Management — Undergraduate Level

e Environmental and Resource Economics- Graduate and Undergraduate Level
e Behavioral Economics and Development Applications- Graduate Level

¢ Introduction to Behavioral Science-Graduate Level

e Current Environmental and Natural Resources Issues in Latin America, Undergraduate
Level, Duke University.

e Introduction to Field Experiments: Cases in Latin America- Graduate Level, Duke University

Awards

2022 Best Article Award, Marine Resource Economics, Chicago University.

2015 Society for Institutional and Organizational Economics (SIOE). Best Poster Presentation
Award: “Subjective Insecurity and Cooperation: Evidence from Field Experiments in Violence

Contexts”, with Carlos Truijillo, Lina Moros y Clemente Forero

Young Researcher Delegate to the 46t annual International Achievement Summit. Academy of
Achievement, Washington DC, April 2007.

Fellow Latin American and Caribbean Environmental Economics Program (LACEEP), March, 2007.

“Collective Titling and the Process of Institution Building: Common Property Regime in the
Colombian Pacific”.
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Center for Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies Travel Grant for Graduate Students 2005.
University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Member of University of Massachusetts Chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 2003.
Graduate School Fellowship Award 2003 — 2004, University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Carolyn Harper Fellowship, Department of Resource Economics, University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst, 2002.

Best Undergraduate Thesis Project in Social Sciences and Economics, Los Andes University, Bogota
1999. Thesis: FARC - ELN: Evolution and Territorial Expansion.

Selected Presentations

e Keynote speaker Annual Conference, Environment for Development (EfD) Initiative, Hannoi,
November, 2018.

e Keynote speaker at EDF's Science Day "Behavioral Economics and Science”, NYC, October
2015.

e Lecturer at Summer Course for Professors: “Experimental Economics as a Pedagogical
Tool” - Summer School, Tecnoldgico de Monterrey, Campus Estado de México- July 2014

Editorial Boards
Associate Editor (2019-2022), Journal of Environment and Development Economics

Member Editorial Board (Since 2019), Journal of lllicit Economies and Development

Reviewer

Ecological Economics, PlosOne, International Journal of the Commons, Conservation Letters, Journal
of Environmental Economics and Management, Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics,
Journal of Public Economics, Conservation and Society, Cuadernos de Desarrollo Rural, World
Development, Desarrollo y Sociedad, European Review Agricultural Economics, Latin American
Research Review; Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Economics and Finance; Global Environmental
Change.
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Grants

Research Partner. “Understanding and Improving Environmental Decisions”. Funded by Duke
University. (USD- 90.000)

Principal Investigator. “Comportamientos pro-sociales y asociatividad en un contexto de violencia”.
Funded by Federacidn Nacional de Cafeteros. (USD-10.398)

Principal Investigator. “Disefio e implementacion de experimentos para reducir pesca ilegal en Baja
California”. Funded by Environmental Defense Fund: 2016 (USD-27.000)

Principal Investigator “Disefio de un sistema de incentivos para la conservacion de la
biodiversidad.” Funded by Patrimonio Natural-Programa Conservacién y Gobernanza: 2016-2017
(USD-132.000)

Principal Investigator. “What happens when people no longer receive payments for ecosystem
services? Effects on motivation and behavior due to the partial or total removal of PES”. Funded by
EfD:2018. (USD-10.770)

Principal Investigator. “Effect of exclusion and removal from payment for environmental services
(PES) programs in Colombia”. Funded by Universitat Innsbruck:2018-2019. (USD-9.087)

Principal Investigator. “Impacto de la titulacion colectiva en el pacifico Colombiano”. Funded by
EFD:2016-2020. (USD-32.783)

Principal Investigator. “What happens when people no longer receive payments for ecosystem
services? Effects on motivation and behavior due to the partial or total removal of PES”. Funded by
EfD: 2019-2021. (USD-46.603)

Principal Investigator. “Preferences for gold-mining formalization”. Funded by EfD:2020-2022.
(USD-54.591)

Principal Investigator. “The purpose of the grant is to support an organizational restructuring at the
Grantee's center, El Centro de Estudios sobre Seguridad y Drogas (CESED), to enhance the
production of reserch on drugs and security...”. Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2019-2021
(USD-410.000)

Principal Investigator. “Write the concept for a project to analyze security in Buenaventura, Quibdd
and Tumaco and their relation with illicit economies”. Funded by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung in Colombia
(FESCOL): 2021 (USD-15.500)

Principal Investigator. “To provide support to the Grantee’s Center for the study of drugs and
security (CESED) research work” Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2020-2021 (USD-89.873)
Principal Investigator. “Institutional Grant for Center for the study of drugs and security (CESED)".

Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2021-2022 (USD- 380.094)
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Principal Investigator. “Towards a green drug policy agenda in Colombia and Latin America: tools
for enhancing environmental approaches on Alternative Development”. Funded by Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur International Zusammenarbeit (GlZ): 2021-2022 (USD-72.366)

Principal Investigator. “Analysis of the socioeconomic characteristics of Coca farmers in special
management zones”. Funded by EAFIT University: 2021-2022 (USD-20.000)

Principal Investigator. “Caracterizacion economia cocalera”. Funded by PNUD: 2023 (USD 8.000)

Principal Investigator. “Institutional Grant for Center for the study of drugs and security (CESED)”.
Funded by Open Society Foundation: 2024-2025 (USD- 400.000)

Professional Associations
AERE, EARE, IASC, EfD Initiative
Languages

English and Spanish
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