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Introduction

Though the question of how politics affects economics is one of the oldest of economics,
“new” political economy is one of the newest fields in the discipline. New political
economy is defined not only by renewed interest on the link between economics and
politics, but also by the use of conceptual and technical tools of modern economic
analysis. This course reviews advances in the main areas covered by this modern
approach to political economy. The politics of interest groups, elections and voting,
political business cycles, and the politics of redistribution, as well as the relationship
between these concepts and economics will be the subject of this class.
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